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In March 1998, Bro Mike Sanders was Installed into the Chair of King Solomon. By-law 10 was amended 
to allow the sum of £100 to be paid out of Lodge funds without notice being given on the Summons. In 
April, Honorary membership was awarded to W Bro Reg Farrow. There was a Banner Dedication given 
in the presence of W Bro Paul Swinnerton PSGD, APGM. He was requested by the WM to dedicate the 
Banner, assisted by other Provincial officers. A special programme was produced for the occasion. The 
APGM also presented W Bro Stan Michaux with a letter from the PGM congratulating him on 60 years in 
Freemasonry.

In October, the Brethren stood in silent tribute to Bro Lewis Yates who joined the Lodge in 1982. Mr Paul 
Martyn Kerswell was then Initiated into the mysteries and privileges of Freemasonry.

In committee, details of an alternative suit for candidates was suggested by the WM who stated that he 
would fund it personally.

In March 1999, Bro Ian Gatland was installed in the Chair for his year of office. In June, the LOI sponsored 
the Southwest Craft Lecture Festival which later attracted many favourable comments regarding the 
meeting and standard of ritual. Petersham members given offices at the meeting were W Bros Godfrey 
Fiamingo as WM; Mike Sanders as Treasurer; Graham Gatland as Secretary and Bro Eric Eastwell as 
Senior Deacon. W Bro Norman Newson and Bros Julian Luscombe and Roger Goswell assisted with the 
lectures. 78 Brethren dined after the meeting.

In October, Mr James Julian Grindley was initiated into the Lodge and in November, W Bro John Allum 
celebrated 50 years of Petersham membership. Annual dues were raised to £150 and £80 for full and 
country membership respectively and the dining fee to £13.50.

In committee, a paperweight with Petersham logo was suggested as a gift for all those attending the 400th 
meeting.

March 2000 saw the position of WM pass to Bro Godfrey Fiamingo. A Founders Jewel which had belonged 
to Bro Frank Carter was presented to the Lodge by W Bro John Cane. In October, Mr Andrew Frank 
Eastwell was initiated into the Lodge and the Working Tools were explained to him by his father, Eric.

The WM for 2001 is going to be invited to a reception at the House of Commons. Annual dues were 
increased to £160 for full membership, £85 for country membership and £15 for dining. W Bro Graham 
Gatland, Charity Steward, devised a novel way of collecting for charity. He distributed tubes of Smarties to 
the Brethren with a request that they were filled with 20p and £1 coins for donation to the 21cc fund. Bro P 
Kerswell is to act as IG at the SW Surrey Lecture Festival in June.

In committee it was agreed that a £5 surcharge would be levied to cover the extra cost of the meal for the 
400th meeting.

Bro Eric Eastwell was installed as the next WM on 10th March 2001. In June W Bro E. Howarth was 
appointed to PPAGSuptWks and W Bros B. Gray and A. Hill both promoted to PPJGW at the Provincial 
AGM. In November, an entertaining talk entitled ‘Freemasonry and Entertainment’ was given by W Bro J. 
Ashby of the Quator Coronait Lodge No. 2076.

The Widows have been sent their usual Christmas cheques along with a letter stating they might be entitled 
to benefits if their husbands had been the victims of the Japanese during WW2. Petersham has been made 
a Patron of James Terry Court in acknowledgement of past help and fundraising. W Bro P. Jones presented 
the Lodge with a collar jewel originally given to W Bro G. Good in 1941/42 and recovered from an antique 
shop in Suffolk.
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W Bro Roger Goswell was the next occupant of the Chair at the March meeting in 2002. In April, 
the WM and IPM were presented with lapel badges to mark the Jubilee year. W Bro P. Smith will be 
promoted to PPGReg at the forthcoming Provincial meeting while W Bros John Luke and Mike Allen 
were appointed to PPAGStdB and Peter Henley to PPAGSuptWks. Annual fees were raised to £165 and 
£90 respectively for full and country membership and £21 for the dining fee. The Initiates fee to remain at 
£75. In November, a demonstration of ‘Making a Mason’, circa 1790, was given by the William Cobbett 
Demonstration Team.

In committee, W Bro P.Kerswell undertook research into the feasibility of a Lodge website and W Bro A. 
Hill was appointed as the Royal Arch representative.

W Bro N. Newson was installed in the Chair in March 2003 but resigned shortly afterwards leaving the 
WM duties to W Bro J. Cane in April and W Bro S.F. Smith for the remainder of the year. In October, W 
Bro J. Cane delivered a paper entitled ‘Coming to terms with Freemasonry’ and in January read a paper he 
had written concerning the explanation of the Masonic apron. In November, W Bro Mike Sanders gave an 
explanation of the background to the Walking Charge.

In committee, a reduction in the number of meetings per year to four was suggested but rejected. The 
building of a new Masonic centre was under consideration close to the current one, Hitherbury House, 
which would become residential accommodation. Christmas cheques to the widows were increased to £30. 
It was suggested that too much time was being taken for tea and pre dinner drinks.

Bro Paul Kerswell was installed into the Chair in March 2004. At this meeting, Bro Timothy Patrick 
Harvey became a joining member. In April, W Bro M. Sanders read a paper entitled ‘Freemasonry in 
the USA’ and W Bro I. Gatland then read a further paper called ‘Absent Brethren’, both of which were 
well received. W Bro John Cane was congratulated on having his 2003 paper, ‘Coming to Terms with 
Freemasonry’ published and he has also been invited to sit on the Province Education committee. It was 
announced that eight members of Petersham were to visit St. George’s Lodge in Paris on 23rd April. W 
Bros J Blandford and M. Sanders were selected to receive PPAGSuptWks and PPAGDC respectively.

In November, annual fees were raised to £175 and £95 respectively for full and country membership. 
The dining fee will be £18. In January, Bro Paul McIntosh Mudie became a joining member, W Bro M. 
Sanders gave an explanation of ‘The Preparation of a Mason’ and W Bro B.Gray was presented with a 
certificate commemorating his 50 years in Freemasonry.

In committee, it was agreed to support a request from Province for donations to the victims of the 
earthquake and subsequent tsunami in Asia with a contribution of £100 plus further backing from funds 
accrued at the Ladies Night. A Lodge paperweight was donated for placement in a time capsule at 
Guildford.

W Bro P. Kerswell was proclaimed as WM for a further year in March 2005. The Brethren stood in silent 
tribute to W Bro Percy Davidge, PPAGDC (Middx) who was initiated in 1967. He was given a eulogy by 
W Bro S. Smith. In April W Bro M. Sanders, assisted by Bro T. Harvey, delivered the 4th section of the 
first lecture which was followed by the WM, assisted by W Bro R. Goswell, performed the 6th section of 
the first lecture. By-law 6 requiring a joining member to pay a £35 fee was repealed. W Bro I. Gatland has 
been offered PPGStB at the upcoming Provincial AGM.

In October, the Brethren stood in silent tribute to W Bro R. Turner, who joined the Lodge in 1966 and 
was WM in 1980 and Bro Len Mee, PPGStwd, who joined in 1985 and was Almoner from 1988 to 1996. 
£500 was donated to the New Masonic Centre Support Fund, Guildford. Petersham members would be 
assisting with the move to the new building on 21st November. In November, Bro Jon Luke re-joined 
the Lodge, W Bro M.Sanders delivered a paper on the third degree and annual fees were revised to £200 
and £105 for full and country membership. The dining fee would be £19.50. In January, Bro J. Gonsalves 
became a joining member and Mr David William Lock was initiated into the mysteries and privileges of 
Freemasonry.
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